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PLUS THE NHS ñ KILL OR CURE? / THE BIG SOCIETY: WHAT THE FUCK?  
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òThe working class can 

kiss my arse; Iõve got the 

Foremanõs job at last.ó 

òI feel no shame in putting my name to socialismõs 

cause,ó sang Billy Bragg in 1999. Nor do we. Weõre a left-wing 

magazine, if only because we donõt want the world to end in our lifetimes. And 

lately weõve become increasingly annoyed at the right ñ particularly in America ñ using the word òSocialismó in two 

wrong ways simultaneously: first, by totally misrepresenting it as having anything in common with what the Democratic 

Party wants to do, or is doing (where the Democrats are concerned, the two are rarely the same thing); and second, in 

an admirable display of cognitive dissonance, by treating it as tantamount ñ if not literally identical ñ to Soviet 

Communism, and an objectively bad thing akin to Nazism. Adolf Q. Stalin, thatõs us. 

Obviously this is bullshit on a billion levels, so weõve dedicated pride of place in this issue to a discussion of what socialists 

really believe, along with perhaps the least satisfactory history of a political movement ever written. Also: the sad state o f 

the working class, and the health of the last two Socialist organizations in Britain: the BBC and the NHS.  

Meanwhile, since our last issue, the new Government has kicked into high gear, announcing reforms to just about 

everything in the country except the yam industry. We put some of those reforms through the microscope, especially the 

Big Idea of Cameronõs: the Big Society. Image-wise, Obama meets Saatchi; in ideological terms cross between some half

-arsed objectivist pamphlet and the vaguer parts of Thatcherism, Cameronõs crusade for Hope and Change and 

Privatisation is examined from page 28.  

Things youõll probably find in this òmagazineó: 
NOWSPOON: Now less shit looking! From page 4.  

 

SOCIALISM SPECIAL: Fuck all you cunts, stop using 

words you donõt know the fucking meanings of you 

fucks. Socialism reconstructed, starting on page 9.  

 

A SUITABLE CASE FOR TREATMENT: The NHS is about to 

regenerate. But will it become better or worse? Should 

you worry? Go to page 22 to find out that the answer 

is yes. 

 

NATION SHALL TRASH TALK UNTO NATION: Is the BBC in 

safe hands with a Tory government? Are you insane?  

 

FUCK YOU BP: Why the disaster canõt be forgotten 

about. Page 26.  

 

THE BIG ONE: So whatõs all this Big Society shit then? 

Page 28 (does not answer this question)  

 

Also: at least one very silly joke page, and another 

reminder that YOU MIGHT COULD CONTRIBUTE 

Week -long blood ritual debases entire population of 

Britain, including us for òsatirisingó it as if sneering isnõt 

another form of active participation: Nowspoon, p4  

AFP 

Cowards flinch, traitors sneer, we keep red flag 

flying here, pending council permission: page 9  

Back to Back to Basics or some completely new Tory 

shit? Does it make any difference? Go to page 28 to 

find out that it doesnõt. 

SHRIEK FROM THE òEDITORó 

PHEW! WHAT A TIT! 
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CAMBODIA:  Kang Kek Iew, called Duch, lieutenant to Pol 

Pot and commandant of the Tuol Sleng prison camp during 

the era of the Khmer Rouge, has thanked the United States 

of America for making possible the partyõs rise to power and subsequent atrocities. 

Speaking during his trial for crimes against humanity, which concluded on July 26th with Duch 

sentenced to 19 years in prison, he claimed that without the help of the Nixon administration in 1970, 

òI think the Khmer Rouge would already have been demolished" at the outset of the Khmer civil war 

which led, after a five year struggle, to the establishing of Democratic Kampuchea under Pol Pot. 

Duch claimed that the explicit alliance between America ñ a detested power in some quarters of 

South East Asia at the time due to the Vietnam War ñ and General Lon Nol, leader of the Khmer 

Republic, enabled the Khmer Rouge to build their support throughout the war.  

 

"Mr [Nobel Peace Laureate and then -Secretary of State Henry] Kissinger and Richard Nixon were 

quick [to back General Nol],ó Duch claimed, òand then the Khmer Rouge noted the golden 

opportunity." The decision by Kissinger and Nixon to support General Nol was prompted by the 

entrance into Cambodiaõs civil war of both the North Vietnamese government and the Viet Cong, 

on the side of the Khmer Rouge. Cambodia were a useful ally of the USA, one which was in danger 

of being lost and replaced with yet another enemy.  

 

Ultimately, the Americans left Vietnam less than three years later. The Communist forces won both 

their respective wars, and Cambodia ñ now Democratic Kampuchea ñ entered four years of 

brutality in which almost a quarter of the population were wiped out. The extent to which America is 

directly to blame is relatively small, but real.  

 

Duch mentioned the propaganda coup that US involvement provided for the Khmer Rouge much 

earlier in his trial, in March of last year. Few people seemed to take much notice of it then, for some 

reason, so we thought weõd bring it up now. 

 

The ghosts of Salvador Allende and Agosto Pinochet were unavailable for comment.  


